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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 5 is objected to because of the following infomialities: 

Claim 15 is dependent on claim 2, however, Examiner believes that claim 15 is intended 
to be dependent on claim 14 and therefore, it is examined as such. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 9, 13, 14, 21-24, 26-29, 31, 35, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Williams (U. S. Patent No. 5,097,612). 

Williams teaches an emergency signaling device (14) for an automobile (10) having a 
trunk (12) including a trunk opening and a trunk lid hinged to move between a closed position 
for enclosing the trunk opening and an opened position for providing access to the trunk via the 
trunk opening (Fig. 5), comprising: a substrate (16), disposed in the trunk of the automobile, the 
substrate for folding between a folded position when the trunk lid is in the closed position and an 
extended position when the trunk lid is in the opened position (Col 3, lines 26-55); and indicia 
(18) disposed on the substrate for conveying a message when the substrate is unfolded to the 
extended position, wherein, when the substrate is in the extended position, the indicia disposed 
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on the substrate are positioned so as to be generally visible to motorists approaching the 
automobile (Figs. 5 and 6). 

Williams teaches the emergency signaling device wherein the indicia comprise at least 
one light (22, 24, 26) disposed on the substrate. 

Williams teaches the emergency signaling device wherein the substrate is flexible (Col 3, 
lines 43-55). 

Williams teaches the emergency signaling device wherein the substrate further comprises 
fasteners for fastening the substrate to the trunk lid and within the trunk for unfolding the 
substrate to the extended position when the trunk hd is in the opened position (Col 4, lines 23- 
50), 

Williams teaches an emergency signaling device (14), comprising: a flexible substrate 
(16) foldable between at least a folded position and an unfolded position; and a plurality of lights 
(22, 24, 26) disposed on the flexible substrate forming indicia for displaying a message; wherein 
the flexible substrate is folded to the folded state for storage and unfolded to the unfolded state 
for display of the message (Col 2, lines 7-39). 

Williams teaches the emergency signaling device comprising a power supply for 
powering the plurality of lights, wherein the automobile comprises an electrical system, the 
power supply receiving electrical power from the electrical system (Col 5, lines 18-28). 

Williams teaches an emergency signaling device (14) for a vehicle, comprising: a 
substrate (16) for being disposed in the vehicle, the substrate folding between a folded position 
and an extended position; and indicia (18) disposed on the substrate for conveying a message 
when the substrate is unfolded to the extended position, wherein, when the substrate is in the 
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extended position, the indicia disposed on the substrate are positioned so as to be visible to 
motorists generally approaching the vehicle (Col 2, lines 7-39). 

Williams teaches the emergency signaling device wherein the indicia comprise at least 
one light (22, 24, 26) disposed on the substrate. 

Williams teaches the emergency signaling device conprising a power supply for 
providing electrical power to the light (Col 5, lines 18-28). 

Williams teaches the emergency signaling device wherein the power supply comprises a 
battery coupled to the substrate (Col 5, lines 18-28). 

Williams teaches the emergency signaling device wherein the vehicle includes an 
electrical system, and wherein the battery is charged from the electrical system (Col 5, lines 18- 
28). 

Williams teaches the emergency signaling device wherein the vehicle comprises an 
electrical system and the power supply receives power from the electrical system (Col 5, Hnes 
18-28). 

Williams teaches an emergency signaling device for an automobile having a trunk 
including a trunk opening and a trunk lid hinged to move between a closed position for enclosing 
the trunk opening and an opened position for providing access to the trunk via the trunk opening, 
comprising: means, disposed in the trunk of the automobile, for folding between a folded 
position when the trunk lid is in the closed position and an extended position when the trunk lid 
is in the opened position; and means, disposed on the folding means, for conveying a message 
when the folding means is in the extended position, wherein, when the folding means is in the 
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extended position, the message conveying means disposed on the folding means is positioned so 
as to be generally viewable from behind the automobile (Coll, line 55-Col 2, line 45). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. PatentabiUty shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3-7, 15-18, 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Williams in view of Steffan et al (U. S. Patent No. 5,905,434). 

Williams discloses the emergency signaling device as described in paragraph 3; wherein 
the trunk of the automobile has a remote release device wherein the automobile has a hazard 
flasher system (although Williams does not specifically disclose that the automobile has a remote 
trunk release and a hazard flasher system, these are well known safety features on cars, which 
have been used on cars before 1992 which is the date of the Williams patent). 

Williams does not disclose the emergency signaling device wherein the automobile has a 
hazard flasher system in connection with the emergency signaling device; and wherein the light 
comprises a light emitting diode. 

Steffan et al. discloses an emergency signaling device wherein the automobile has a 
hazard flasher system and wherein the hazard system is integrated with the emergency signaling 
device (Fig. 10); and wherein the light comprises a light emitting diode (Col 2, lines 40-53 and 
Col 3, lines 1-8). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the emergency signaling device of Williams to include a connection 
between the hazard flashing system and the emergency signaling device and wherein the light 
comprises a Hght emitting diode, so that the emergency signaling device lights could be easily 
controlled from within the automobile and be set with a priority and so that the lights would last 
over a long period of time (Steffan et al. Col 2, line 40-Col 3, line 25). 
6. Claims 8, 10-12, 19, 20, 30, 32-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Williams and Steffan et al. as applied to claims 1-7, 9, 13-18, 21-29, 31, 35, 
and 36 above, and further in view of Leibowitz (U. S. Patent No. 6,037,866). 

Williams and Steffan et al. disclose the emergency signaling device as described above in 
paragraph 5. 

Williams and Steffan et al. do not disclose the emergency signaling device wherein the 
indicia comprise reflective material disposed on the substrate; wherein the substrate is removable 
from the trunk for use at a location remote from the automobile; comprising a hazard flasher 
system for flashing lights disposed on the automobile when the hazard flasher system is turned 
on and a remote trunk release for causing the trunk lid to move to the opened position, and 
wherein the substrate is unfolded to the extended position when the remote trunk release causes 
the trunk lid to move to the opened position while the hazard flasher system is on; wherein the 
substrate remains folded in the folded position when the remote trunk release causes the trunk lid 
to move to the opened position while the hazard flasher system is off. 

Leibowitz discloses an emergency signaling device wherein the indicia comprise 
reflective material disposed on the substrate (Col 3, lines 47-55); wherein the substrate is 
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removable from the trunk for use at a location remote from the automobile (Col 4, lines 17-27); 
comprising a hazard flasher system for flashing lights disposed on the automobile when the 
hazard flasher system is turned on and a remote trunk release for causing the trunk lid to move to 
the opened position, and wherein the substrate is unfolded to the extended position when the 
remote trunk release causes the trunk lid to move to the opened position while the hazard flasher 
system is on; wherein the substrate remains folded in the folded position when the remote trunk 
release causes the trunk lid to move to the opened position while the hazard flasher system is off 
(Col 2, lines 1-33, Col 3, lines 1-37, and Col 4, lines 8-16, lines 28-42). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the emergency signaling device of Williams and Steffan et al. to have 
reflective material and to be remotely activated, as taught by Leibowitz, so that the emergency 
device could be even more easily detected by traffic, and so that the emergency signaling device 
could be deployed while a driver remains safely within the automobile. 



Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to appHcant's 
disclosure. The following patents disclose emergency signaling devices Libhart et al (U. S. 
Patent No. 6,412,203), Yang (U. S. Patent No. 6,181,243), Alexander (U. S. Patent No. 
6,124,783), Kleiman (U. S. Patent No. 5,636,462), Collier (U. S. Patent No. 5,450,058), Halligan 
(U. S. Patent No. 5,103,205), Killinger (U. S. Patent No. 5,010,319), Laschke et al. (U. S. Patent 
No, 4,821,668), Foster (U. S. Patent No. 4,607,444), and Mosch (U. S. Patent No. 3,763,585). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Amy R Cohen whose telephone number is (571) 272-2238. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 am - 5 pm, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego F. Gutierrez can be reached on (571) 272-2245. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubHc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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September 6, 2004 




Diego Gutierrez 
Supervisory Examiner 
Tech Center 2800 



